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From the Pastor’s Desk:

Dear Friends,
“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill
the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah.’”
- Jeremiah 33:14
Advent comes every year. And every year I make some
reference to anticipation. To my way of thinking, excitement
should come with anticipation. You know the feeling:
anticipating a holiday on a sunny island mid-winter; looking
forward to a party; or a expecting few restful days off. This fall,
we began to anticipate. Hoping and longing that a return to
worship together, or go to gatherings, and more, was to come
true. Maybe we thought: “The end is near!” We’ve been
waiting in hope for 18 months!
Then viral variants and break-through infections
increased our health threats. And just when we started looking
forward to the Advent season, we found the ceiling in our
sanctuary is close to collapse.
I agree with a Chelsey Harmon (with the Center for
Excellence in Preaching) who said, ‘we’ve been in a prolonged
season of Advent without realizing it.” I hear the line from a
hymn – “grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead
me home.” We have made it thus far. The Bible is full of people
like us who’ve waited - including Israel in the wilderness, in
exile, in diaspora. When hope was dying, the prophets revived
memory and hope with a voice from God renewing the
fulfillment of promises.
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This Advent we hear similar voices: John the Baptist
tells us what God will do and what God is doing – and how we
can be part of preparing the way for God’s reign among us.
Jesus telling us to actively watch for signs of what God is doing
here and now. The angel, Gabriel, who tells us God’s blessing is
upon those, like Mary, who say “yes!” and take up and believe
in God’s work, here and now.
My prayer for us, in the midst of our own wilderness or
exile, is to hear all these voices as speaking to or coming from
us. That we will be the people who learn to actively wait for
the Good News of Christ’s coming (again). Perhaps we can
embrace living in the “now” even as we keep our eyes forward
to the “not yet.” And in so doing, we will be a people with hope
because we have a purpose in this place, this time, as we say
yes to being about God’s work today.
Merry Christmas. Peace be with you, Sue
______________________________________________________
The magi, as you know, were wise men - wonderfully wise men who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art
of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt
wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of
duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful
chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely
sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But
in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who
give gifts these two were the wisest. Of all who give and receive
gifts, such as they are wisest. Everywhere they are wisest. They are
the magi.
--From “The Gift of the Magi” in the anthology The Four Million by O. Henry, 1906.
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Christmas Bazaar

North Stonington Congregational Church
89 Main Street
North Stonington CT 06359

Saturday, December 11th
9 am – 2 pm
Snow Date: December 18th
Luncheon: Noon till 2:00 pm
Christmas Music by Peter Davis, pianist
MENU:
Soup Appetizer, Gourmet Turkey Salad Sandwich with
Cranberries, Mesclun Salad Greens with Raspberry Vinaigrette,
Baked Rolls, Spiced Tea & Selection of Desserts
We accept debit/credit for your holiday purchases. Thank you

The Bazaar will also include:






Greens Baskets, Gifts, Baskets to Bid On
Baked Goods & Pies, Cookie Trays
Jams and Jellies, Breads
Children’s Room, Photos with Santa
Mission Booth
We will not have Grandma’s Attic
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Church Christmas Prices 2021
Poinsettias
6.5"

10.00

8.0"

19.00

10”

45.00

12”

55.00

8" Hanging Basket

40.00

10" Hanging Basket

50.00

Poinsettias come in red, white, and pink and are pot
foiled in green, gold, or red. All Poinsettias will be foiled,
sleeved, and delivered on or before December 21st. We
just ask that orders are placed on or before
December 13th, 2021.

Wreaths

O.D.

with Bow

12"

13.00

22”

16.00

16"

16.00

26”

19.00

24"

32.00

36”

37.00
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Sanctuary Ceiling
On Monday November 8th the Church Council, at its regularly
scheduled monthly meeting, made an informed decision to not allow
occupancy in the Church Sanctuary, for safety concerns, until such time
that repairs to the plaster ceiling could be completed. Worship
Services, and all other functions, will be held in Hewitt Hall during this
period.
Cracks in the plaster ceiling have been noted and have been increasing
over the past several months. We have had four reputable plaster
contractors review and assess the areas of concern. Their consensus is
that there is a definite failure of the attachment of the plaster ceiling to
the wood structures. There is a possibility of portions of the ceiling
breaking and falling. In addition, vibrations to the ceiling structure will
increase the probability of a failure. Occupancy in the balcony, the
operation of the ceiling fans, operation of the organ blower, and ringing
of the steeple bell all create vibrations to the structure; with the ringing
of the bell being the largest and most obvious.
One of the contractors was quoted as responding “if this was a
bedroom in a house, I’d tell the owner not to go in there until it’s fixed.”
If a three foot by three foot section were to release and fall it could
weight up to 150 pounds. Because the plaster contains horsehair,
(typical of plaster that was installed in the mid 1800’s), once a section
starts to fall it typically pulls additional area with it. Should this happen
during a church service, there would be no escaping the collapse.
Persons could be seriously hurt or worse be killed.
It was also indicated that a collapse of the ceiling could happen years
from now, next year, next month, or tomorrow.
With this information in hand, Church Council made the decision to
move all activities from the Sanctuary until appropriate repairs to the
ceiling could be made. We chose to not take the risk of a disaster
happening and the possibility of experiencing personal injuries or
fatalities. All of us felt that should a disaster happen and someone get
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injured or killed, we would not be able to live with ourselves knowing
that we were warned of a possible event.
We are in the process of soliciting proposals and quotations for the
methods and costs of repairs or replacement of the ceiling. As you can
imagine, this will be a logistic challenge and a costly endeavor. Once we
have made a decision on the method of repair and the cost associated,
we will develop a plan for funding the project. We are working as fast
as possible to obtain quotations for all of the associated work and
support that will be necessary to complete the work: removal and
disposal of the insulation above the ceiling, staging to access the ceiling
work, the actual ceiling repairs, re-insulation of the ceiling, possible
concerns regarding lead or asbestos contents in the existing plaster, etc.
During this time we all need to be flexible and patient with the
accommodations and use of Hewitt Hall. The situation is not ideal,
however we need to work with what we have available, for all of our
functions and missions. Should there be a request for use of Hewitt Hall
for an event, please contact the church office and talk with Rosemary.
She will direct the request to the appropriate persons or committees for
schedules, logistics, and approvals.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at
sgadaree@comcast.net or 860-326-6611.
Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding of the
safety issues and concerns.
Stephen J. Gadaree, chairperson Church Council
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Christmas Giving at PNC - Please plan to share the
following for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center
Plan on giving these food basket items:










Instant Mashed Potatoes
Stuffing Mix
Rice
Gravy
Canned Corn, Peas, Yams & Green Beans
Pumpkin Pie Filling
Cranberry Sauce
Turkeys (12-16 lbs; call to have
a volunteer deliver the turkey to PNC, or take it to PNC)

PNC Christmas Angels
Our Christmas Family Needs You to be an Angel!
Plan to volunteer in December to help shop for our PNC Christmas
family.
We will announce the list with a holiday tree and the types of gifts
and sizes needed.
This is a way to share the love of Jesus with our family at the
Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center.
Thanks for your help.
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December is Pastor Appreciation Month;
A good time to contribute to The Christmas Fund—
A special offering of the UCC.
The Christmas Fund has been
caring for active and retired clergy
and lay employees of the United
Church of Christ for over 100 years,
providing emergency grants,
supplementation of small annuities
and health premiums, and Christmas
“Thank You” gift checks each
December to our lower-income
retirees.
Over the past 18 months, the
emergency financial needs of many
who serve the church increased
dramatically. Many of our clergy
continue to bear the consequences of
lost or decreased income. These difficult times make the need for the
Christmas Fund more urgent than ever.
Envelopes for donations are available at the church.
As an alternative to envelopes, though, consider making your
donation directly and securely at www.christmasfund.org.
__________________________________________________________

Stewardship Reminders for the Year’s End:
Thank you for giving regularly. You are so important to our
church family!
Now, at year’s end, please don’t wait till December 31st to keep up
with your pledges and offerings.
Hopefully we can pay our bills and move into the new year
smoothly. If you need to know your match, your pledge payment,
or your member dues pledge, please call the Financial Secretary,
Gretchen Noonan. Thanks very much!
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Giving from the Heart!

Someone special on your list would enjoy a gift from
a MISSION.
Instead of a sweater they will outgrow, for example,
you could give the gift of a sheep from Heifer (World
Ark)
-Heifer International
-World Vision
-Save the Children
-Church World Service
-Fair Trade Tea, Coffee, Chocolate
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Stewardship Corner

________________________________________

Generosity Program Report
for 2022

As of December 1st, we have 35 units
responding with a sum of $63,310 for our
General Fund

God made us to be Generous in Spirit – Giving out
of our abundance!
December 19

All Pledge cards should be
returned

January 23, 2022

Annual Meeting of the Church
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We Need Help with Volunteer
Relations and Community
Engagement!
Hi Friends,
We are seeking a volunteer to assist with
Communications:
• Social Media
• Constant Contact
• Website
• Other media
• Public Speaking
We are also seeking volunteer help with Volunteer
Relations:
• Volunteer recruitment, retention, recognition
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• Manage VolunteerUP software (data entry,
scheduling)
• Communicate with groups and volunteers via phone
and email
Requirements:
• Support and endorse the Habitat for Humanity
mission.
• Excellent written, verbal and interpersonal
communication skills.
• Proficient with Microsoft Word, Outlook, Publisher,
databases and social networking media. Experience
with Excel and WordPress website publishing desired.
• Ability to train persons of varying skill levels and to
work with a wide spectrum of people in a collaborative
way.
• Integrity, organization, attention to detail, ability to
maintain confidentiality.
• Valid driver’s license and ability to travel as needed.
Access to a car is required to fill some of the duties of
this position.

If you are interested in helping with either or both of
these needs, please email
communications@habitatect.org
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Ladies - Please Join Us !
WINTER PARTY
& Brown Bag Lunch
Wednesday, December 15th
Noon Hewitt Hall
All ladies are welcome !

Please Bring a $10 Gift to Exchange

We are planning to safe distance
& everyone must wear a mask

13

From the Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell’s website:
(Worship Resources, Writing)
Dear Christians,
The days are growing shorter, the nights are long and
dark. As we near winter solstice and Christmas, we
will begin putting up lights and lighting candles and
singing songs.
Because Hanukkah falls in the same season, it has
come to my attention that some Christians are now
attempting to observe Hanukkah, claiming that
because Jesus celebrated it, so can we. There’s even a
book out there promoting this idea.[i]
No. Just, no.
Yes, Jesus was Jewish. So were the disciples. So were
the early converts that made up the first churches. All
the Jewish observances named in the Christian
scriptures (New Testament) were observed by Jews,
not by Gentiles. They all observed Jewish festivals
because they were Jewish.[ii]
But when Christianity moved from being a small
Jewish group of followers of the rabbi Jesus into a
separate movement of mostly Gentile believers, we
gave up any claim on those traditions. After Jesus’
death and resurrection, Christianity developed its own
practices, separate from those associated with
Judaism. As Robert Frost once quipped, “I shall be
telling this with a sigh, somewhere ages and ages
hence, two roads diverged in a wood …”[iii] Indeed,
Christianity and Judaism have been two different
roads for almost two thousand years now.
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So, back to Hanukkah. I get it. It’s dark (in the
northern hemisphere, mind you, lest we forget our
southern hemisphere family), and for whatever reason
Christmas lights are just not doing it for you.
But remember! We have our own tradition of lighting
candles in darkness! It’s called Advent!
Advent is the season that begins four Sundays before
Christmas (older traditions have it starting seven
Sundays before). Originally, it was a season of fasting
and prayer, mirroring Lent. In later years, Advent
turned into a more cozy preparation time. It’s a time to
ready your home for an anticipated guest. It even has
its own carols, separate from Christmas[iv], and newer
Advent carols have been written in recent years.
This is also the time of year to BAKE! While Advent
began as a time of fasting, in the year 1490, Pope
Innocent VIII granted the residents of Dresden,
Germany the right to use butter during Advent.[v] I first
learned this fact not in seminary but from the Great
British Baking Show. This is why we have such rich
traditions of breads and cookies and all sorts of
yummy treats. If we want to share traditions, offer to
trade with Jewish friends, who have their own rich
tradition of fried foods during their holiday of
Hanukkah!
Other ways of observing Advent include Advent
calendars. However, the point isn’t to hurry through
Advent to get to Christmas. It’s the exact opposite:
Advent is the time to get cozy in your waiting and let
the world slow down around you.
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So back to Hanukkah, and back to candles! Each
night of Hanukkah is special, with a prayer specific to
the observance, each candle representing a night of
survival and hope for the Jewish people. It is
specifically about their own faith and beliefs.
Christians have our own traditions. Each Sunday we
light a candle in an Advent wreath. Purple is the
liturgical color of this season (not red and green!).
There are three purple candles and one pink candle in
the wreath. The pink candle is for the third Sunday,
called Gaudete Sunday, which means “rejoice” in
Latin. It was a way of breaking up the fasting in
Advent—on Gaudete Sunday, you could have your
butter and sugar and all your yummies. It also
reminded us that Christmas was drawing near.
Some wreaths also have a fifth, white candle, which is
the Christ candle, lit on Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve
is the end of Advent, and has always been my favorite
day. Before the explosion of presents. Before all the
decadence. It is a holy, special night, when all the
candles are lit, when everything is ready.
Because that’s what Advent is about theologically—it
is the season of preparation, waiting for Christ to enter
our world and our lives in a new way. While we reenact the Nativity story at Christmas every year,
Advent reminds us that the world is still changing,
that God is still doing something new in us and
around us—and we are to be ready.
And practically, Advent practices developed and took
hold in northern Europe, because it’s really cold and
dark this time of year. Pagan traditions were also
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incorporated, such as holly boughs and evergreen
trees for decorations, warm drinks and good food.
Isn’t that amazing, and enough?
So why do some Christians want Hanukkah, too?
Hanukkah is its own special, amazing festival of lights.
It’s not about gift-giving. It’s about remembering a time
when an empire, at its very worst, appropriated, took
over, and desecrated the temple in Jerusalem. When
the lamp of God was relit, there was only enough oil
for one night, but miraculously, it lasted the eight
nights needed for more to arrive. It is about surviving
genocide (as, many of my Jewish friends joke, are most
Jewish holidays—“they tried to kill us, we survived,
let’s eat”—or in this case, light candles).
So with that knowledge, DO YOU UNDERSTAND
how AWFUL it is when Christians try to appropriate
Hanukkah? It’s the very thing this holiday is against!
However, there is another way to co-celebrate.
This year, November 28th, is the first Sunday of
Advent. It also happens to be the first night of
Hanukkah. That means on December 5th, when we
light our second candle, our Jewish neighbors will
light their last candle. The entire first week of Advent,
we are sharing light as neighbors with roots. We are
lighting candles in the darkest time of the year. I know
many of my Jewish friends have a practice of using no
technology while the candles are lit, and some of my
Christian friends have taken on a similar practice
when lighting the Advent candles, to enjoy the beauty
of the light itself.
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We all enjoy sharing food with each other. My Jewish
friends love to have people over (when it’s non-Covid
times, of course) to celebrate as they light the candles.
There are public menorah lightings by synagogues and
those are wonderful ways to celebrate with your
Jewish neighbors. You can invite your non-Christian
friends over when you light your Advent candle (and
while we light them on Sunday in our worship
services, you can continue to light your own Advent
candles at home during the week). Those are some of
the ways that we can share in these seasons together.
Sharing our traditions together is wonderful. Co-opting
another’s tradition Is not. Our Jewish neighbors love
to share just as much as we do.
Appreciate, don’t appropriate, and may you find
meaning and joy in your season.
Many thanks to Laura Anne Gilman for her
clarifications on Hanukkah. Any errors are my own.
[i]

Purposefully not linking the book.

From Time, Calendar, and Festivals by Sacha Stern, in The Jewish
Annotated New Testament, Second Edition, edited by Amy-Jill Levine.
Oxford University Press, 2017 (New York) pg. 671
[ii]

[iii]

Robert Frost, “The Road Not Taken,” 1916.

Alas, a warning: some of the old favorite Advent carols are very
supersessionist—supporting the idea that Jesus completes or replaces
the scriptures of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament). Think of “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, who mourns in lonely exile
here, until the Son of God appear.” Yikes. It’s a beautiful tune, but you
can’t sing that first verse (not to mention the chorus) without
understanding how harmful it can be.
[iv]

[v]https://whatscookingamerica.net/history/cakes/stollen.htm

Note that
there are other sites stating this happened in 1650 under Pope Urban
VIII, but Pope Urban died in 1644 and Germany was Protestant by then.
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T hanks a Heap!
At this time of year, we give thanks for our church staff
members for all they do here to serve us and care for the
building. Also, thanks to…
-Everyone who donated to Women’s Fellowship to assist with their
annual charities.
-All who donated gift cards for “Adopt a Family” at the PNC.
-All of the Pie People: the kitchen people, box people, paper
pushers and salespeople, supply shoppers, and Rosemary, our
secretary.
-Our many pie customers.
-The video team working on worship, the prayer zoom, and the
children’s zoom each week: Brian Hager, Mike Noonan, Pastor
Sue and Kay Lautzenheiser.
-Folks keeping up with their 2021 pledges and those who have
pledged to the church for 2022.
-The people who have donated to HELO Haiti, Habitat for
Humanity of ECT and UCC disaster relief.
-All who turn in cans & bottles.
-Everyone who contributed to Neighbors in Need.
-Our faithful Chimes crew led by Sherri Boldt who always
includes interesting holiday reading.
-Patty Danley, Kay Lautzenheiser, and Brian Hagar for the kids’
Zoom meeting every week.
-Brian Hager, who is always at work on the web page and church
publicity.
-Gary Annino for taking care of the leaves.
-Lois Turrell and Irene Donald for making pocket prayer shawls.
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December Birthdays…
3
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
17
18
19
21
22
24
30

Gretchen Noonan, Melanie Ouellette
Michelle Young
Kris Shabunia
Isabel Huckle, Katherine Nelson,
Mac Thompson
Tamie Newman, Ingrid Stock
Lisa Gray
Summer Cipriani, Jennifer Sander
Patty Danley, Marge Misovich,
Sue Stevens
Alice Robbins
Deb Husk
Elaine Ricci
Art Armstrong
Gabriella Ricci
Paul Ames
Tyler Cipriani
Owen Watrous

. . .and Anniversaries
19 Rob and Melissa Rockwell
27 Wayne and Janetha Sander

If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are
corrections to be made, please notify the church office at
(860) 535-0379.
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Worship Watch - December 2021
Wreath-lighting during Advent

Congregational Church of North Stonington
Worship and Church School at 10 a.m. Sundays,
streaming online.
Zoom-accessible & in-person Church School.
Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9 to 1.
5th - Communion Sunday – “Prepare the Way!”
Malachi 3:1-4 and Luke 3:1-6. We meet John the Baptist who
is the echo of the prophet speaking of one who prepares the
way.

Senior Choir sings.
11th - Christmas Bazaar 9 am to 2 pm, with luncheon
12th - “Finding Joy” – Luke 3:7-18 and Philippians 4:49. Even though John yells, “you brood of vipers,” the sentiment
is overturned with Paul’s words: “Rejoice in the Lord always!”

Senior Choir sings.
19th – “He Will Be Our Peace” - Micah 5:1-5 and
Luke 1:39-45. There is good news in Micah’s message of
a son to come and stand by his flock. Mary visits Elizabeth.
Senior Choir and Handbell Choir
24th 5 pm Christmas Eve Family Service.
8 pm Candlelight Lessons and Carols
26th “Story Sunday”. 1Samuel 2:18-26 and
Luke 2:41-52. Our texts tell of two boys growing in
stature and in the favor of our God.

21

