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From the Pastor’s Desk...

“Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be
compassionate and loyal in your love, And don’t
take yourself too seriously— take God seriously.”
--Micah 6:8

Roe v. Wade, 2nd Amendment, Immigration, Climate,
Poverty…and so many more issues are in our faces us these
days. How do we keep up with what is going on in our world
when it is hard enough to keep up with our daily lives? Take
deep breaths. Open yourself to God. And learn.
I’m hoping one of my clergy colleagues will be able to
bring our local churches an opportunity to hear from an expert
on the issue of Roe v. Wade (and Dobbs et al.) It is one way to
access information we can trust. But what about other issues?
We are fortunate in this age to have easy access to websites,
broadcasts, podcasts, blogs and more. That being said, search
engines will usually display paid advertisements first, then
funded websites. You may have to dig a bit. Many are content
to simply find find a point of view they agree with, but I’d
rather dig for the truth - facts and reality. But most looking for
background don’t go the extra mile to see what group or thinktank is putting forward articles and information.
The first search I make is within, asking myself: “what
perspective would Jesus have on (fill in the blank)? What
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would he say or do?” We all have access to the gospels that tell
of Jesus’ teachings and works. It’s a good place to start,
realizing also that Jesus comes from a Jewish perspective. He
grew up amid the teachings and laws given to Israel whose
center is about a relationship with Yahweh and to live in ways
that allow, even provide, others justice and an abundant life as
well.
In any issue that arises in life I need to ask questions,
talk things over, and learn more. The resulting action I take or
point of view I have may differ on each issue. (Yes, I’ve been
known to write letters to the president or congress or my
representative. I sign petitions in support of farmworkers
around the country.) Most always I come down on the side of
choosing life – and working on behalf of justice – as the
prophet Micah reminds us:
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the
Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.”
Learn. It’s a new form of summer reading.
Blessings, Sue

Check out ucc.org to see the U.C.C. national leadership
responses to various issues and find links to those issues.
There are a number of print journal articles on a number of
issues, including Christian Century, which we have in the office.
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What Matters for July & August
The Golden Rule – it’s more than you think!
Everyone can likely recite it. “Do onto others as you
would have them do onto you.”
Easy to say and easy to do a good turn daily: helping a
friend, a neighbor, a child, a relative or someone you
know who is ill. “Good Job.”
Every religion around the world has a similar version.
The Budda taught something like do harm to others,
so that no harm will come to you. The concept in all
religions is about reciprocity. Here’s what the concept
really means.
Each of us needs to try daily to look out into the world
and treat ALL PEOPLE with God’s love and care. We
need to understand and accept others. Just getting to
know others who seem different is a real profound way
to love others and receive their love and support as a
result. Our whole lives long, we need to look for ways
to expand our horizons and our circle of friends.
That is why we follow the way of Christ, and we accept
all people into the fold here at our church. All races,
all children, disabled and impaired folks, those who
have found that they are LGBTQ.
All are God’s children and hopefully all were loved as
babies when they were born into God’s world. When
do you think we should stop loving them? Praying for
them? Helping them? Sharing with them? Follow the
way of Christ; then you will find opportunities to do
good and you will receive blessings.
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ESHILE Lushaba: Our Mission Child thru
World Vision
She lives in Maseyisini Eewatini in Africa. Her family
struggle to provide for her; her father is a taxi driver
and her mother has a shop she keeps.
For 2022, we have monthly sponsors, but we need
contributions for special causes and events:
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED FOR OUR
MISSION CHILD:
•
•
•
•
•

Birthday – July 13/ donation made
School
Warmth
Health
Christmas

The support and interest we show goes a long way to
improving the lives of these children and their
communities. Please call or email Julie Evans to
donate; there is a mailing envelope and info that you
need to use.
Julie Evans daisy01@99main.com

860-889-1636
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Mission BY the Month!
Summer is always Hunger Awareness at PNC
July & August - continue PNC Hunger
- CWS School Kits
September - Promote & participate in the
Alzheimer’s Walk & Work on School Kits
October - UCC Neighbors in Need collection.
- MAEC Sponsors CROP Hunger Walk
in Mystic
FALL ( Oct. 2 – Nov. 28) - Jammie Grammie
PJ collection with First Baptist Church.
“Grammie” hopes to visit
November - Provide for the PNC Thanksgiving
Baskets & for the Family ANGEL DONOR
Program for PNC
December - UCC The Christmas Fund
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
NOTEBOOKS

We have many supplies for gathering more
school kits …
Please help with purchasing and donating the
notebooks: There will soon be specials.
We need the notebooks that are large ruled
(Not college ruled) and 70 pages each.
Each kit gets 3 notebooks.
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Summer Months at PNC
“The Weekender Backpack Program”
at
Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center
Children fill their backpacks every Friday
– so please donate early in the week.
Breakfast & Lunch Foods
like cereals, snacks and fruits are
needed.
Collection Basket is in Hewitt Hall.
Thank You!
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Stewardship Corner

“Help Out, Clean Up, Move On!”
Many young people of this country and the world are
so amazing. The quote above is from a young man
being interviewed after a very terrible hurricane –
flooding, disaster and loss of homes and life. It was
large, moving slowly with a huge storm surge as well
as days of rain. They named it Nicholas in September
of 2021, and it was deadly. The teen was interviewed
because he had been working hard for days, caring for
others and cleaning away trash and debris. Helping as
needed, he said it was not about duty or honor, but he
just needed to help out, clean up and move on to the
next home. He did not even talk about his losses, but
he was alive and moving on.
Maybe we do not have his vigor, but we certainly can
care about others and care about our church and our
town.
It is pleasing to see how many young people all over
this country and the world reach out to others to say
and do what is good and true. We all need to help
where we can, pitch in where there is a job to do and
keep moving forward to make our world a better place.
That is very important in this troubled world.
It helps to listen to the good news every day. The rest
of the news helps us learn, become aware of how we
are needed. We should be planning a response when
such dire situations arise. People who take a stand
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and peaceably demonstrate their care and support for
causes are to be admired and honored. Their strength
of character, their willingness to speak out and lead
the way for others to take a stand.
We can help as stewards of our church and our
community. It takes Time & Talent! Here at our
church, there are plenty of ways to help out and to
keep on being true to your covenant with God. There
are also many needs all around us – every city large or
small is dealing with issues of poverty, homelessness,
mental health needs, refugee resettlement and
transportation needs. You can volunteer at Habitat for
Humanity of Eastern CT, give to organizations like
Safe Futures, Always Home or Alliance for Living, and
or start to be a helper at New London’s Hospitality
Center.
FYI
Always Home
119 High ST
Mystic, CT 06355

Alliance for Living
154 Broad ST
New London, CT 06320

New London Hospitality Center
Homeless shelter in New London, Connecticut
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Address: 730 State Pier Rd, New London, CT 06320
Phone: (860) 439-1573

Habitat for Humanity of ECT
377 Broad St
New London, CT 06320

Safe Futures
16 Jay ST
New London, CT 06320

Summer Reminders for Generous Souls:
Have a safe and exciting summer, but:
Please don’t forget to keep your pledge payments and
offerings current over the summer.
We need to pay our bills throughout the year, even when
everyone else takes a break.
Your regular pledge payments and offerings will be greatly
appreciated.
Building Fund:
Your donations to the Building Fund in any amount would
be very helpful as we celebrate our 300-year history.
You can always make contributions over and above your
pledges to the church’s building fund.
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Also, additional donations for the Building Fund for the
“Sanctuary Restoration” are greatly appreciated.
Contact Info:
If you need to know the amount of your pledge payment or
your member dues pledge, please call Gretchen Noonan
Financial Secretary.
Thanks very much –
You are so important to our Church Family!

Stewardship For the Summer Months
Please keep on giving throughout the summer months
and we will continue to pay our bills.
In the event you are traveling: Mail to CCNS, P.O. Box
66, North Stonington, CT 06359. Thank you.
Also, why not set up automatic giving at your bank?
Your bank has the required information and will send
in your pledge or offering monthly?
Church email:

nostoucc@comcast.net

Church web site:
congregationalchurchofnorthstonington.org
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Shop for Our Church-Made Pies
Congregational Church of North Stonington
89 Main Street, North Stonington CT 860-535-0379
This summer we are selling pies at the Sunday Mystic
Farmer’s Market on Pequotsepos Road.
The market hours are noon till 3 pm. Just come to the
market and look for us; OR you can order ahead by
calling the church and then come to pick up your
pie(s) at the market.
Apple, Cherry, Peach, Berry Pies: Mixed Berry, Blue or
Blackberry, Tollhouse, Strawberry Rhubarb, Peach
Raspberry
$16.00 for a Large or $8 for a Small Pie
Denison Farmers Market:
June-October; Sundays; noon-3 p.m.
120 Pequotsepos Road, across from the
Denison/Pequotsepus Nature Center Mystic, CT
Phone: 860-536-8377
Located on the scenic fields and meadows of the
Denison Homestead, the Denison Farm Market sells
local produce and baked goods from community
farmers. Market sells seasonal fruits, vegetables and
local products ranging from honey and jams to herbal
soaps. During your visit you can see the 1717 house
museum or walk the nature trails.
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Women’s Connection UCC Retreat
One Day Inspiration, September 10th
8:45 am till 4 pm
Rev. Cheryl Caronna has offered to lead the day’s activities; a
registration form will be emailed to all interested women later in
July. Cost will be $65 for the day (including fee for our spiritual
leader, rent, morning goodies and lunch).
You will begin your day with a centering activity as we get
connected; share in stories, mission and our closing with worship
and communion.
If interested, please reply to Irene Donald and Julie Evans; we will
have details in July and plan a carpool.
A Program Center of the Southern New England, UCC
Conference: The Edwards House Meeting & Retreat Center,
One Badger Road, Framingham, MA 01702
Edwards House is named in honor of Jonathan Edwards, a well
noted orthodox Congregational preacher and writer who died in
1758.
Edwards House features one large dining and meeting room with a
capacity of 100, depending on configuration, and four smaller
meeting rooms. Plan a carpool! Share the cost of gas.
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Christmas in JULY?!
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar is in only 5 months.

Saturday, December 10th 9 am – 2 pm
Snow Date: December 17th
Gourmet Luncheon
11:30 till 1:30
We really want to welcome all of you
to be a part of the excitement!

Please start NOW: Jams, jellies, relishes, sewing, crafting,
knitting, crocheting; also, we are collecting baskets for greens.
& Please volunteer to help out: Publicity, Set Up, Phoning, Gifts,
Luncheon, Ornaments & Decorations, Photos with Santa, Pies,
Cookies, Cup Cakes, Mission Booth, Children’s Room
Do You have a New Idea? We always welcome new ideas.
Please tell us what you want to do to help.
Julie Evans, 889-1636, Coordinating Committee
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T hanks a Heap!
Thanks to…

-All who have been attending worship and doing
their volunteer work.
-All our choirs: the Senior, Handbell, and Youth
choirs for their weekly dedication to our music
ministry.
-Michael Noonan, our Director of Music, for his
many years teaching in our public schools: 27
years in North Stonington and a total of 37 years
teaching.
-Worship leaders who usher, read the scriptures
and donate flowers.
-The deacons for their role in leading and serving
in worship.
-All who participated in the spring work day.
The pie people who are working hard to shop,
prepare, bake and sell our pies.
-The volunteers who go to the markets with pies
… every Sunday in Mystic and once a month on a
Sunday in North Stonington at the Hewitt Farm
Artisan Market.
-All who donated for CWS Tools.
-Everyone who contributed to Strengthen the
Church, UCC offering.
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T hanks a Heap! (continued)
-Members and Friends who donate cans and
bottles for a special fund.
-People who turn in Pop Tops (soda tabs) for
Ronald MacDonald House.
-Pat Turner and the Garden Club for our plot as
part of the pollinator project in town.
-Women’s Fellowship for their companionship
and their faithful work in the church.
-The gardeners and the keepers of the lawns.
-Our tech team.
-CE which keeps the Zoom classes going as well
as in-person classes each week.
-Contributors to the Sanctuary Restoration Fund.
Have a wonderful summer, everyone!
– Your Chimes Editor
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Variously known as the Fourth of July and Independence
Day, July 4th has been a federal holiday in the United States
since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations
goes back to the 18th century and the American Revolution
(1775-83). In June 1776, representatives of the 13 colonies then
fighting in the revolutionary struggle weighed a resolution that
would declare their independence from Great Britain. On July
2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence,
and two days later its delegates adopted the Declaration of
Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas
Jefferson. From 1776 until the present day, July 4th has been
celebrated as the birth of American independence, with typical
festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to
more casual family gatherings and barbecues.
On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of Virginia
delegate Henry Lee’s resolution for independence in a nearunanimous vote (the New York delegation abstained, but later
voted affirmatively). On July 4th, the Congress formally adopted
the Declaration of Independence, which had been written
largely by Jefferson. Though the vote for actual independence
took place on July 2nd, from then on, the 4th became the day
that was celebrated as the birth of American independence.
The tradition of patriotic celebration became even more
widespread after the War of 1812, in which the United States
again faced Great Britain. In 1870, the U.S. Congress made July
4th a federal holiday; in 1941, the provision was expanded to
grant a paid holiday to all federal employees. Over the years,
the political importance of the holiday has declined, but
Independence Day remains an important national holiday and
a symbol of patriotism. (Source: www.history.com).
"One flag, one land, one heart, one hand…One nation evermore!"
Oliver Wendell Holmes
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Ushers

Worship Volunteers
Deacon

3-July

Joe Serwinski
Kris Serwinski

Kathi Thaxton

Altar
Flowers
Eppinger

Lay Reader

Steve Gadaree

10-July

Patty Danley
Monica Eppinger

Matthew Sander

Julie Clow

Matthew Sander

17-July

Matthew Sander

Amy Foster

Lois Turrell

Amy Foster

24-July

Joe Serwinski
Kris Serwinski

Anne Nelson

Julie Clow

Steve Gadaree

31-July

Paul Ames
Pat Turner

Evelyn Bamford

Open Date

Evelyn Bamford

7-Aug

Pat Turner

Patty Danley

Noonan

Dave Larson

14-Aug

Matthew Sander

Monica Eppinger

Danley

Monica Eppinger

21-Aug

Gretchen Noonan
Kevin Noonan

Amy Foster

Open Date

Amy Foster

28-Aug

Patty Danley

Matthew Sander

Thaxton

Matthew Sander

Communion

Amy Foster
Kathi Thaxton

Patty Danley
Matthew Sander
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July Birthdays…
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
23
28
29
30
31

Dana Cross, Heidi Gingerella
George Mayhew
Anne Nelson
Jeffrey Nelson, David Graham Thaxton
Nate Gadaree
Kathryn Kimball, David McCue
Monica Eppinger, Wayne Sander
Jamie Thaxton
Dale Wunschel
Holly McCord
Lois Turrell
Eleanor McClelland
Bruce Sawyer
Rubin Alvarez, Kathy Wunschel
Brad Borden, Nathan Bossie, Brian Byassee
Rachel Remsbecker
Charlie Pianka
Anne Smith, Patrick Kuemper
Mobby Larson, Elliana Robbins
Nathaniel Dobley, Lynn Holden
Stephanie Taylor

…and Anniversaries
4
5
11
14
27
30

Brian & Robin Piela
Frank & Monica Eppinger
Matt & Heidi Gingerella
Bob & Kris Shabunia
David & Mobby Larson
Brad & Mildred Borden
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August Birthdays…
1
6
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
20
21
22
25
26
29

Megan Byassee, Mike Noonan
Jim Spavins
Kevin Noonan
John Terrill
Mason Rockwell
Steven Bossie
Bob Shabunia
Heather Ames
Dennis Alvarez
Priya Bhat Evans, Lori Pearson
Kate Eppinger
Karen Hess
Mike Cipriani
Naveen Bhat Evans, Jeff Pearson, Steven
Bossie
Luke Gingerella, Rob Rockwell
Cheryl Remsbecker, John Thompson

…and Anniversaries
1
19
22

Douglas & Lindsey Bliven,
Brian & Megan Byassee
Mickey & Susan Thaxton
John & Mary Wilska

If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are
corrections to be Worship
made, please Volunteers
contact the church office:
(860)-535-0379.
Worship Volunteers
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