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From the Pastor’s Desk:

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 24:40

First off, I apologize this issue of the Chimes is coming so
late to you. Itis my fault as I asked that we wait so we could
share the news of the decision by the Church Council when to
begin in-person worship. A postcard is being sent to all our
church households with an update that we will not begin
worshiping together until at least the end of August. I reflect
that this is a good decision since the governor, this week,
modified recommendations for the numbers of people
gathering. COVID-19 cases have increased, though
hospitalizations have gone down.

Meanwhile, a team is in place working on setting up the
sanctuary for proper social distancing, ordering the supplies
needed to sanitize as well as masks and hand sanitizer. Many
outlets for these items are out of stock so we are grateful for
the few weeks between now and end of summer to gather all
we need.

My gratitude goes out to Brian Hager, Michael Noonan, Kay
Lautzenheiser, and Rosemary Kuemper who have all
contributed time and great energy to making our recorded
worship services a success. | am grateful to all of you who are
taking care of each other and the church in any way you can.




[ have begun to have “outdoor” office hours on Monday
afternoons and Tuesday mornings on the steps by the front
ramp. That way we can sit far enough apart and enjoy the
weather while we talk. Please note that the church facilities
remain locked as we want to ensure the safety of anyone
entering the building. You'll need to call the office to be let in
(wearing a mask, please) via the front door. Watch for more to
come!!

[ pray you continue to stay safe, remain healthy and keep
the faith. Swe

Worship online at NSUCC.COM and join us on Zoowm
for Sunday Prayer and “Coffee Hour” at 11 a.m.
Sundays.




Graduations are hapgningnow, a n d ihdvingyao u
promotion milestone,graduating from high school or
college, or receiving an advanced degree,e 6 d | i

recognize you in the July/Augst Chimes.Just let usknow

t he st ud etinetséheolamddheeate of graduation/

degree received (if applicable).You can cortact the church
office by phone(860-535-0379 or email

(NoStoUCC@®mcast.ne}.

Reminler!
The next Chimes edition wilab@mbined issue for July a
August. Please have items for both msuitinsitted by the|
June30” deadline
Thankyouand enjoy your sume!



mailto:NoStoUCC@comcast.net

Justice Matters

BE THE CHURCH

Protect the enviranmment. Care for ’rhe POOT.
Forgive often.Reject racism.
Fight for the powerless.

Share earthly and spirttual resources.
Embrace leCI‘blty Love God. Enjoy this life.

UNITER CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

0 Wh a't can owe do?

After a Il that we have seena nd felt and
learned, keep learning and then join a cause;
support at the level that is right for you. There
are many choices that could help, so just
support one é Here are

Black Lives Matter Movement

Food & Water Watch/Ac tion

George Floyd Memo rial Fund

Human Rights Watch

Inter -Religious Eco -Justic e Network

Southern Poverty Law Center



Topics for Justice Matter$
What are you interested in as a disciple serving
others in God’s World?
In May, | focused on Open & Affirming.
INCLUSIVENESS
RACIAL ISSUES
FOOD DESSERTS
INABILITY TO ACCESS RESOURCES
UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH
GLOBAL MINISTRIES
WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CLIMATE CHANGE/GREEN NEW DEAL
IMMIGRATION REFORM/ISSUES
ECO-JUSTICE
INSPIRATIONAL/SELF HELP GUIDANCE
OTHER
Would appreciate your interest, Julie Evans

Recycling machines have opened up again! If
you would like to help ease the burden, | use
two places. Stop and Shop on Rt. 2 and/or
Big Y in Mystic. Big Y will only allow $7.50
worth of cans and bottles.

Thanks for your help, Monica



Disasters just keep happening . We pray and we
want to help ¢é

When you give to Disaster Relief your special offering will go
to Global Min istries of the UCC. Cash or checks writt en to
CCNS can be placed in a green monthly offering enve  lope,
available in the lobby outside the church office

Your donation always helps to makes a difference,
where itds needced agntikelSA. | v a

Whether it's a gift that provides support f or the ove rall work
of Global Ministries, a mission place ment, or one of th e over

200 ministries of international partners - your donation is
an investment in creating a world where all peopl e and
creation share in God's abundant life. 100% of your gift

will be us ed as designated without administrative or
bank fees.

June is Fork TOOLSfor DADS

Church World Service Tools of HOPE help families
develop skills to grow gardens, build homes, dig wells,
and sustain their communities. Your donation can be
placed in a Tools’ Envelope (envelopes will be available
in the lobby outside the church office) or you can donate
to CWS with a donation for a card for Dad.



Strengthen the Church: A 5 for 5
Offering of the UCC

This sp ecial offering collected every year at
Pentecost celebrat  es the bir thday of the Church!

By giving to Strengthent he Church, you will be
supporting these 3 Connecticut ministries of the CT
Conference of the United Church of Christ:

9 Silver Lake Conference Ce nter
1 Youth & Young Adults
1 Faith Formation
90% of these of ferings wi |l go to work in Connecticut

10% will support national ministries of the UCC

OUR MISSION: Id entify, Affirm, Nurture, Build

UCC Sharing Goddés Love for th
World

5 for 5 offe  rings:

Our Churchdos Wi der Mission:
One Grea t Hour of Shar ing
Strengthen the Church
Neighbors in Need



The Christmas Fund

Special emvelopes forthis donation are
available in the lobby outside the church office.

2020-2021 MONTHLY MISSION PRO JECTS

January—World Vision Hope Child, PROMOTION & Sign Ups
February—Pawecatuck Neighborhood Center (PNC) Fuel Fund
March—UCC One Great Hour collection/LENT

April—Care & Share, Part of Mystic Area Ecumenical Council
May—Church World Service (CWS) Blanket project

June—Tools of Hope project for CWS
-June is also Hunger Awareness Month at the PNC

July—Start collecting articles for the CWS School Kit program
& the PNC backpacks

August—continue collecting article for the school kits, and the
PNC backpacks

September—Habitat for Humanity, with a special collection on
Habitat Sunday.

October—CROP walk and UCC Neighbors in Need collection

In the fall, also help the Second Baptist Church with the Jammie
Grammie collection.



November—Provide for the PNC Thanksgiving Baskets

December—UCC’s The Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross)
-Family Christmas Program for PNC
-Breakfast Foods for the WARM shelter

MISSION
Ongoing Monthly Projects:

1 World Vision Mission Child Sponsorship

1 WARM dinner the 4" Monday of each month and Breakfast

Foods

9 PNC - bring the following ongoing needs, monthly:
For Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center — call the center to arrange a
drop-off time.
Needed are canned or boxed foods, daily living supplies, hygiene and
health products, baby care supplies and diapers. Also, razors, feminine
products, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, and Items for the PNC
Baby. Specifically, the PNC especially needs these 5 basic items: Toilet
paper, laundry detergent, dish soap, paper towels, and
toothpaste/toothbrushes.

AND f or f u

One thoughtful habit to do — during your own birthday month, bring a
birthday kit: In a gift bag put a cake mix, icing tub, plates and napkins
for a party for a child or an adult like you. It will be so nice for someone
to receive.

When the hurricane comes and blows your entire world apart and
forces you to live in crowded and sometimes squalid conditions, it
is then that Church World Service is there for you with tools to
help you rebuild. And our congregation can help provide not just



the tools but also engineering expertise to help build a new and
sturdier home. You can help by giving to CWS Tools in honor or
memory of a father, uncle, brother, son, or valued friend. Your gift
can help families rebuild and repair.

The Mission Committee is grateful for your donation.
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June is Hunger Awarenesdvionth at the PNC

Help the PNC feed the peog in our town. Please consider
donating duri ng rénessmant. WWwnger
contribution will help purchase milk and food to help feed
children and adults from North Stonington. Please use the
green envelopes irthe lobby outside the church officeo make
your donation.
Thank you, the Mission Committee

Script Gift Cards

For your we ekly shopping at the grocery or discount
store: just buy the card at church & then do your
weekly shopping é. allittleahadinggs us @

For all your special friends & famil y, ther e are many
varieties for spring shopping, including w eddings &
gradu ations.

All your favorite stores

Your purchase helThakyouhr churc

Summer Sun & Fun & Summer is a good time for paying your
Build ing Fund Pledge or Contribution.
Checks payable to NSCC with Memo: Building Fund.
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The building fund is used for the major building pro jects.
Routine maintenance and repairs come out of the budg  eted
line item called Plant Maintenance. Thank you very mu ch!

Stewardship Corner éﬁ

DURING DIFFICULT TIMES, WE ASK GOD WHY!

WHAT IS THE WILL OF GOD?

Is it questions we need to be asking & answering, OR should we
know what God wants from us?
As followers of Christ, we know The Way:

1 To be Christian stewards ... learning to give, to share, to
serve others and the church; especially those in need.

1 To grow our faith as it relates to generosity ...

That’s what we need to focus on; the rest will follow.
The more joy we feel in giving, the more we will likely
give.

1 To seek a deeper spirituality becoming enlightened, making
choices as we serve faithfully and share our faith stories
with others.

Now when we cannot come together, we can find small ways to
share and to support our neighbors. And when we can return to
church, we will find even more value in coming together as we
continue to renew our friendships, cherish our worship space and
share in the ministry of God’s Family.

REMEMBERING OFFERINGS AND PLEDGE PAYMENTS:
Thanks to all who are mailing in regular checks or sending
offerings online. We hope you are able to continue in your
generosity as our staff is continuing their work and the bills still
need to be paid. Absence makes the heart grow fonder—we hope!
11



June is Leave A Legacy Month!
What could be mre powerful than giving after you

have passed away? You can planleave something to
the churchoro a f av or ithinkabauhitar i t

It’s about planned giving: a plan to leave something and it can
include your family as well. The power of planned gifts is that they
grow over time, so, please think about our church and how you can
remember our future. Think about giving with a charitable trust or
permanent memorial.

Putting the Church in Your Will:

You can remember your church by planning your giving with a
charitable trust or permanent memorial. Your attorney can help
you with the plan that is right for you.

A basic will provides for your heirs. An additional charitable
bequest can provide a way to have an impact on the future of your
church and the church community.

Another Way to Remember the Church:
You can make charitable gifts right now from your IRA account.
If you are 70 & % or older, a new law (Pension Protection Act of
2006) allows you to make tax free gifts to the organization of your
choosing from your Individual Retirement Account.

How Much Is Right?

Your giving plan needn’t be in the millions; you can set up a
simple bequest. It’s a good thing.

Is it time for you to review your estate plan?
Or draw up your will?
Or make a special gift now?

12



Southern New England Conference
‘ _ United Church of Christ

i #ieyey PF . ! Wea sl acii
LIVITIS LT LEvt & IUSLILE O JESL,

The following article is authored by Rev. Marilyn

Kendrix our Bridge Conference Minister. Kendrix, a

2013 graduate of Yale Divinity, earned that sch
Henry Hallam Tweedy Prize for exceptional promise in

pastoral leadership, the highest prize confe rred on a
graduating student.

Riverside UC C

Last year The Rev. Kendrix wrote about Riverside UCC;

she wrote aboutthec hur ch maki ng Godds |
justice real with the creat ion of their Lighthouse

Shops. 8 now she has wondered what the pandemic

has done to the ir much -needed ministry and sosh e
reached out to the churchos Pa
Hammett, to find out  how the COVID -19 crisis has

impacted the Lighthouse Shops. 0 L i goose s

continuing to serve as a blessing for the neighborhood

as well as for our church members. It means a lot to

the ¢ hurch that the mission has found a way to

continue, 6 saybBbBlamhettst or Dave

During this pandemic, all of our churches have had to
make changes in order to continue their ministry and
the Riverside Congregational Church  in Riverside ,

13


http://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/making-god-s-love-and-justice-real-at-lighthouse-shops-12790789
http://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/making-god-s-love-and-justice-real-at-lighthouse-shops-12790789
http://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/making-god-s-love-and-justice-real-at-lighthouse-shops-12790789
https://newlondonfinearts.com/riversidechurchucc/index.html

Rhode Island is serving mightily. They are indeed
actingasdis ci pl es as they make God?d
real in their corner of the world.

The folks at Riverside are still providing for their
community, and with the increased need for food
amongpeople whoove | ost their inco

businesses closing, they are nee ded now more than
ever. Th e y dhadeto shift gears and the Light house
Shops have now become the Lighthouse

Emergency Food Pantry. They have a small crew of
under -60 volunteers. Instead of coming inside, people
come to the rear of the church where they c  an receive
boxes of free food that are arranged on a table. The
boxes have been prepared in advance and are rolled

up a conveyor belt and out the window onto a table
where they can be picke d up by the people needing
them. They are serving about 150 people  a week plus
they've been providing food support for a local school's
outreach program as well.

"A Light in the Dark"

-~
Riverside

Conamaalinad Clirok
JL’/A‘A’// .&}70.([(7/&{1.. WU

Hee
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Habitat for Humanity of Eastern CT

Just open as of June 17, 2020

Many safetymeasures in place

Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Plainfield ReStore 808 Norwich Road, Plainfield, CT |
860-564-7507

Waterford ReStore: 82 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
| 860-437-3422

15



Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc.

All Avalonia preserves are open to the public
from dawn to dusk. Many have trails, and maps
are available online and usually posted on the
preserve. To spare trees and avoid litter, we do not
provide paper maps, but any mobile device will
allow you to access a map from the website. Some
preserves may have restrictions to protect fragile
habitats or nesting species. These will be posted.
Parking may be limited or on the roadside only, so
please take care.

We ask that you enjoy passive recreation of all
kinds, stay on trails as much as possible, and keep
dogs on a leash to protect wildlife and habitats.

All Avalonia preserves are open to the public
from dawn to dusk. Many have trails, and maps
are available online and usually posted on the
preserve. To spare trees and avoid litter, we do not
provide paper maps, but any mobile device will
allow you to access a map from the website. Some
preserves may have restrictions to protect fragile
habitats or nesting species. These will be posted.
Parking may be limited or on the roadside only, so
please take care.

16



Benedlct Benson Preserve, North Stonington, CT

. MEscdeninel This 94-acre parcel is just a small
portion of a very large and intact mature forest block
known for its excellent birding opportunities. The area is
rugged and rocky with great outcrops, glacial formations,
and stone walls.

Area: 4000 acres in six southeastern towns: Griswold,
Groton, Ledyard, North Stonington, Preston &
Stonington. 15 sites alone are in Stonington!

Volunteer

Avalonia’s volunteers make it happen! As we grow, we
need to live up to our promise to keep our trails clear, our
boundaries marked, and our documents recorded. It takes
people who love the outdoors and who are willing to
work with others dedicated to protecting our lands for
future generations. It’s about stewardship and
administrating for a dynamic environmental cause: Trail
monitors, clearing and picking up, record keeping,
meetings and special events, trail leaders and more.

Perfect for the newly retired folks and those who want to
socially distance in our beautiful natural settings.

17



T hanks a Heap!

Thanks to é

-Rosemary Kuemper for working daily and for helping
everyone she can. We are very fortunate to celebrate
“Secretary’s Day” with her again this year.

-Brian Hager and others keeping tabs on the church
building.

-Pastor Sue, Michael Noonan, Kay Lautzenheiser and
Brian Hager for the videotaping every Sunday.

-Steve Gadaree for working on our application for a
rescue loan that may or may not be needed to meet our
approved budget.

-All of you who are sending in your pledge payments,
offerings and mission donations regularly.

-All of our choirs and musicians for wonderful music
throughout the year.

-Everyone who paid their Member Dues.

-The church for contributing funds for the May dinner at
WARM.

18



JuneBirthd ay s é

1 Ryan Boissevain
2 Rosemary Kuemper, Melissa Thaxton
3 TJ Thompson
8 Linda Murphy
10 Benjamin Dobley, Nancy Tuthill
13 Lee Ireland
15 Maya Bhat-Evans
19 Susan Ames, Stella Thompson
20 Morgan Husk, Julia Watrous, Benny Young
21 Nadeane Mayhew, Madison Wagner
22 Carrie-Jean Tuthill
23 Brian Boldt
27 Kevin Ames
28 Lindsey Bliven
29 Ben Cross
30 Brad Ricci
~ € a n d velsaries
e fﬁ% x@ - Jim & Cinda Spavins,
© LY ~ S5 2 Dennis & Barbara Taylor
& 5 4 Mike & Deb Husk
5 John & Tammy Newman,
- David & Susan Pianka
If we have missed 11 Bob & Kathy Burnside
your Spec_|a| 12 Rob & Anna Sawyer
day(s) or if there 13 Richard & Julie Evans
are corrections to 15 Ron & Dana Cross
be made, please Joe & Missy (Thaxton) Carrigan,
notify the church 18 Ryan & Debra Coats
office at (860) 20 George & Nadeane Mayhew
535-0379. 21 Bob & Debbie Janda
Bob & Elaine Boissevain,
22 Michael & Gretchen Noonan
26 Peter & Kathy (Kimball) Tredwell
27 Ron & Alice Robbins

19



HappyFat her 6 s Day!

On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the nation’s
first event explicitly in honor of fathers, a Sunday sermon in
memory of the 362 men who had died in the previous December’s
explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, but
it was a one-time commemoration and not an annual holiday.

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named Sonora
Smart Dodd, one of six children raised by a widower, tried to
establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day for male parents.
She went to local churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers and
government officials to drum up support for her idea, and she was
successful: Washington State celebrated the nation’s first statewide
Father’s Day on June 19, 1910.

Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, President Wilson honored the
day by using telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he
pressed a button in Washington, D.C. In 1924, President Calvin
Coolidge urged state governments to observe Father’s Day.

When World War Il began, advertisers began to argue that
celebrating Father’s Day was a way to honor American troops and
support the war effort. By the end of the war, Father’s Day may
not have been a federal holiday, but it was a national institution.

In 1972, in the middle of a hard-fought presidential re-election
campaign, Richard Nixon signed a proclamation making Father’s
Day a federal holiday at last. Today, economists estimate that
Americans spend more than $1 billion each year on Father’s Day
gifts. (Source: history.com)

i
DA
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Tu Worship Watch i June 2020
e) Ile Congregational Church of North
Stonington Office Hours M-Th 9:30-1pm

Joins us for worship at home!
Video services are on our websitensucc.com
We will not return to regular w orship this summer.

7" - fiCreation and Commissiod Genesis 1:1-2:4a
and Matthew 28:16-20. We get to know God who
breathes in us and through us.

14™ T “Endurance” - Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35-
10:2. Paul reminds us that faith leads to hope, and hope
endures.

21* - Choosing Love Over FearMatthew 10:24-39
and Genesis 21:8-21. Perseverance through faith.

28" - “|t & the Little Thingsd Jeremiah 28:5-9,
Matthew 10:37-42. Even the smallest acts contribute to
peace.

Sunday Prayer and Communion at 11 a.m. each weekvia
0ZoomO Watch your weekly preview for invite.

As an Open and Affirming church:

We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come
into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing,
gender, economic status, mental or physical challenges,
nationality or sexual identity. We promise to support one
another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept
differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and
acceptance.”

21



