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From the Pastor’s Desk:

Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs
of joy. Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done
great things for them.” - Psalm 126:2

The year was 1862, the first year of the Civil War; the
country “was on the verge of division, and battling one of the
biggest civil rights concerns of all time - slavery.” President
Abraham Lincoln called a special meeting with his war cabinet.
They all filed in: the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Attorney-General, and more. While they entered,
Lincoln sat, read a book, smiling to himself. To start the
meeting, Lincoln read a humorous story. No reaction. Lincoln
read another, laughing as he told it. Dead silence. Lincoln
looked around and asked, “Gentlemen, why don’t you laugh?
With the fearful strain that is upon me night and day, if I did
not laugh I should die, and you need this medicine as much as I
do.” The next document he read was the Emancipation
Proclamation. (Lincoln knew that levity helps us face the
serious things in life.)

This,  understand, as do many others- like my friend who
tells me “I need the silly stuff to stay sane.” She may watch
goofy animal videos or Colbert but for all of us - levity literally
elevates our mood. I've said it before, as has Lincoln, and the
psalmist hundreds of years before. It’s a human thingand...



maybe stretching it since we are created in the image . ..a God
thing, too.

Easter showed us God had the last laugh at death and holy
levity doesn’t end there. It is there when someone chooses life
over possessions; generosity over selfishness; wonder over
exclusion. It is time for us to lift ourselves up, too. Our
congregation has worshiped and served this area for over 300
years! An anniversary celebration is what we need, and what
we can share. This is something to look forward to, to
contribute towards. There will be an historical worship in June
and we hope for more events. Covid has slowed down our
300th Anniversary but it won’t stop us! May you find hope,
levity and reason to take part and celebrate in days to come.

Peace, Sue

“... Be in harmony with the writer of 1 John, appealing to
listeners to see how much love God had for us, for in Christ we
are all children of God.”

This from a SNEUCC Devotional written by Pastor Sue
Latourette.

To read this devotional for the week of April 18th, go to the
web: www.sneucc.org/devotional. The devotionals are listed
by date.

SNEUCC is for our new conference: Southern New England
Conference of the United Church of Christ.

Also, you can subscribe to the weekly Devotionals at this same
website.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.sneucc.org/devotional__;!!H9nueQsQ!p41FRcpWpFXt5Wc3MgpuPCjMOCr94tbrbyyMWv8u4mVXkn0DGO1dAxVJ-Z8al0RPg7-7$

The NoSto Monthly Sunday Supper Mealbox for May
Food is at the Heart of the Home

Bring healthy, locally sourced food
into your home and help bring healthy, local
affordable homes to our community.

MEAL KIT CONTAINS INGREDIENTS FOR 4

o RECIPE CARD AND ALL INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED
¢ PICK UP @ WHEELER LIBRARY, MAY 16, 9:30-11:30
o ORDERS BY FRIDAY, MAY 7

May: Marvelous Mothers Meal Box

Frittata w sausage, leek, mushrooms, herbs. Salad w. arugula, parmesan cheese.

ORDERS /PAY BY FRIDAY, MAY 7. PAYMENT: $50 PER MEALBOX, ON LINE:
KNSAINC.ORG. BY CHECK: MAIL TO KNSA, 754 PENDLETON HILL RD.
Food sourced from Native Eats: Getnativeeats.com

All profits go to Keeping North Stonington Affordable, Inc. to provide affordable housing in
NoSto.




Stewardship Corner ﬁ

Many of us will be returning to worship this month.
Pray to God: “God, Guide Us with Your Grace”

This will be a time to reunite and be in fellowship, even with the
masks and the distances required. But the most important thing
about returning to worship will be to fulfill our individual needs to
be with Christ, to feel close in these times. Being at home and/or
visiting online worship, we have tried to keep the spirit alive, But
coming together we will again be showing grace to others and be
sharing God’s unconditional love.

Keeping Christ close and in our hearts is a basic part of our
spiritual nature. And we always need to strengthen our spiritual
being by learning to know God’s grace more deeply ...

Of course we know that God’s grace is ever-present; it helps us do
great things for God, because the light that is Christ, shines thru us.
So. “Be of good faith”... come, praise, pray and follow Christ’s
way. Be of good spirit always. God’s faith in us will never be in
vain, just as our faith in others will always be of great value!

We can reach out for the grace of God, anytime — at home or
together, in celebration or in need. And we will always be lifted
up by that grace. And we will be led to share that grace with
others.

A




What Matters in May
Loving all races — loving every child.

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world ... red
and yellow, black and white, they are precious in His sight. Jesus
loves the little children of the world.”

Maybe, like me, you learned this tune in Sunday School as a child.
I was 4 years old and remember it well. So, as | grew up, this
simple truth guided me; | never had fears or was hesitant to meet
new friends. If we believe that God loves every one of us, we will
also love.

Throughout my life I have known many folks who you might call
different. In high school, in chorus, in college opportunities, thru
sports activities, at summer jobs, as a teacher, as a parent in
cooperative events, thru girl scouts; and at Habitat and here at
church and in women’s groups, and thru my children. Presently,
one of my doctors is a Sikh. He is so kind and compassionate; it is
what he has been taught and how he lives.

| believe that we are all precious in His sight.

So, where problems exist, when was it that others think God no
longer loved the children or the people of the world? Why do
others think they should hate? Or be better?

In my lifetime of 78 years there have been so many and blessed
opportunities to deepen my love for all and my understanding of
others. Didn’t we all learn from Brother Martin? He took every
opportunity in his life to learn what was right and to set an
example of peace and non-violence. May it be so for us all.

FY1 - Just to share about a most interesting belief and Asian race
(in and around India) ... There are three core tenets of the



Sikh religion: meditation upon and devotion to the Creator,
truthful living, and service to humanity. Sikhs are meant to uphold
the values of honesty, compassion, generosity, humility, integrity,
service, and spirituality on a daily basis.

3 Golden Rules of Sikhism
Each human being has a Divine origin, and can merge with the
Divine source by living a life based on three moral principles. The
Three Golden Rules which Sikhs follow are to remember God
constantly, to earn an honest livelihood, and to share their earnings
with everyone through charity.

There is no reason to fear or strike out against these people.

Our congregation's World Vision child, Esihle, will turn
3 years old in July. If you would like to help her
celebrate with her family and the children in her

community, donations can be made to NSCC with
World Vision Mission Child Birthday in the memo
section.




Honor a Mother! Donate a blanket
in her name!

Church World Service’s Blankets have
R LANKETS: " been helping people since before World

War II. Margitta and her family fled
Germany with a sponsorship from an American church.
Traveling to their destination in mid-winter, the train stopped
and heating shut down. Huddled in their compartment, a
conductor came by to check on them and asked the father to
come with him. This could not be good. They waited
nervously until the conductor came back, the father in tow,
both weighed down with thick, woolen blankets. They were
kept warm through the night and when they folded the
blankets to return to the conductor, he told them they were to
keep them. They were blankets from CWS.

There are so many ways these blankets have helped
over the years. Help spread love to others with your donation
to the Blanket Fund, and get a Mother’s Day card (we can send
it for you if you indicate the recipient with your donation.)
Send your note and check to the church office or donate
directly at blanketsplus.org. Thank you for your support in
advance of the May Mission Focus.

HAPPY

MOEKS

3
¥



Strengthen the Church, May 2021

By your generosity to this offering, you
build up the Body of Christ.

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the
expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local
congregations. Your support of this offering will help
the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just
world for all by investing in new ministries and
practices that meet the emerging needs of local
communities.

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the
shared commitment of people across the United
Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC.
Conferences and the national setting equally share the
gifts given by members and friends through their local
congregations. The funds raised support leadership
development, new churches, youth ministry, and
innovation in existing congregations.

Members of the United Church of Christ are
encouraged to give to this offering through local UCC
congregations. Most congregations receive the
Strengthen the Church offering on Pentecost Sunday,
May 234,



Strengthen the Church: A 5 for 5
Offering of the UCC

This special offering collected every year at
Pentecost celebrates the birthday of the Church!

By giving to Strengthen the Church, you will be
supporting these 3 Connecticut ministries of the CT
Conference of the United Church of Christ:

e Silver Lake Conference Center
e Youth & Young Adults
e Faith Formation

-90% of these offerings will go to work in Connecticut

-10% will support national ministries of the UCC

OUR MISSION: Identify, Affirm, Nurture, Build

UCC Sharing God’s Love for the Church and the
World

5 for 5 offerings:

Our Church’s Wider Mission: Basic Support
One Great Hour of Sharing
Strengthen the Church
Neighbors in Need
The Christmas Fund



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Meeting at NOON- brown bag your sandwich

Wednesday, May 5, Hewitt Hall
Interested in helping - please attend !
Agenda:

Bazaar Planning

Craft planning ideas

Bazaar will be December 41,
We need to know how you wish to help.

Ladies ! You’re all invited to ....

Our Annual WF Dine-Out
Which will be a Dine-IN

Hewitt Hall, Wednesday, June 9th at 12 noon




May is Member Dues Month

It is requested that each of us contribute $10 or more
for our SNEUCC Conference.

Our Conference does excellent work for us:
For clergy, SNE Women of the UCC, for workshops
and trainings, Search Committees, and for Silver Lake.

Please write a check to CCNS
& Memo: Member Dues

Please note that as an affiliate in SNEUCC, our
member dues will be joined with Our Churches Wider
Mission to be our pledge of proportional giving to our

conference and the UCC.

Thank you !
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Home Education Love Opportunity

KIA MO wT:

A new handy truck ... we were able to purchase a heavy
duty pick up, great for these rough roads and plenty of
room to fill with monthly food deliveries and children,

too!! We will soon have benches installed in the back so

that children can more safely be driven to the beach and
other excursions. This is a great blessing to us all!

THANKS TO DONORS

HELO, Inc. P.O. Box 290407 Wethersfield, CT 06129

12



Historical Perspectives: “Beliefs and Worship” by Mobby Larson

What was it like to worship together in the early days of our

church? What did the people profess to believe? During the first
few yeas (1720-1727), with various preachers leading worship in
dwelling houses for short periods of time, there was no formal
agreement about much of anythi
spiritandsebwi | | edness” as Wil liam W:a
temporary pasor, complained. The people then had little chance
for education, and their views
most enlightened,” as describe
mid-19" century.

Consequently, the church was not truly organized until71W&h

the calling of Ebenezer Russell. At the time of his installation (the
first in the new church), they had agreed upon and shared a
Confession of Faith, stating these beliefs (in many more words
than are shared here!):

*One God, infinite and eternalyith three Sacred persons of the
Godhead

*God from eternity foreordained all that comes to pass

*The sin of disobedience by our first parents has passed sin and
death to all humans

*Christ was the mediator and made full satisfaction to God for our
sins,offering life to all who believe

*Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God
*The two seals of the Covenant of grace are baptism and the
Lord’s Supper

*Belief in thecommunion of saints, the resurrection of the body
and life everlasting.

Inter estingl vy, it ends with “ We &

13



People were expected to attend worship services on Sundays; and
it appears that the L onthdususllySup
on the first Sunday. During the week before Communion 8ynd
there was a Preparatory Lecture on a weekday evening, which
people were also expected to attend.

Baptisms were held during the worship service or at the
Preparatory Lecture, Uess severe illness meant the pastor would
make a home visit to performhe baptism. Children were allowed
to be baptized.

Covenant, a solemn commitment to God and to each other, has
always been a foundational belief in Congregational Churches.
Historially, the promise of a covenantal relationship is as
important as any airtles of faith. The Great Awakening, with its
theological differences, thoug
More on that next ti me...

Upcoming Mission Activities for Summer 2021

May Church World Service (CWS) Blanket
project
June Tools of Hope project for CWS. June is

Hunger Awareness Month at PNC

July & August Continue PNC - possibly school kits for
CWS

September Promote & participate in the Alzheimer’s
Walk

14



WALKTO
END

ALZHEIMER'S

alzheimer’s % association®

2021 Walk to End Alzheimer's:
Eastern Connecticut

Saturday, October 2, 2021
PLAN NOW!
Walk Anytime!

Walk in your neighborhood

OR Walk with or sponsor Helen Evans

Recommended: walk two miles — about 5,000 steps.
— Try to walk on Walk day

REGISTER & DONATE: Anytime Online

15


https://act.alz.org/site/R?i=PPl7Vc-_GTYexST30sHydw
https://act.alz.org/site/TR?pg=pfind&fr_id=13336

May Day is a public holiday, in some regions, usually celebrated on 1
May or the first Monday of May. It is an ancient festival marking the
first day of summer, and a current traditional spring holiday in many
European cultures. Dances, singing, and cake are usually part of the
festivities.

The earliest known May celebrations appeared with the Floralia, festival
of Flora, the Roman goddess of flowers, held from 27 April — 3 May
during the Roman Republic era, and the Maiouma or Maiuma, a festival
celebrating Dionysus and Aphrodite held every three years during the
month of May. The Floralia opened with theatrical performances and
concluded with competitive events and spectacles, and a sacrifice to
Flora. Maiouma was celebrated at least as early as the 2™ century AD,
when records show expenses for the month-long festival were
appropriated by Emperor Commodus.

A later May festival celebrated in Germanic countries, Walpurgis Night,
commemorates the official canonization of Saint Walpurga on 1 May
870. In Gaelic culture, the evening of April 30" was the celebration of
Beltane (which translates to "lucky fire™), the start of the summer season.
First attested in 900 AD, the celebration mainly focused on the symbolic
use of fire to bless cattle and other livestock as they were moved to
summer pastures.

Since the 18™ century, many Roman Catholics have observed May — and
May Day — with various May devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
works of art, school skits, and so forth, Mary's head will often be
adorned with flowers in a May crowning. 1 May is also one of two feast
days of the Catholic patron saint of workers St Joseph the Worker, a
carpenter, husband to Mother Mary, and surrogate father of Jesus.

The best known modern May Day traditions, observed both in Europe
and North America, include dancing around the maypole and crowning
the Queen of May. Fading in popularity since the late 20" century is the
tradition of giving of "May baskets," small baskets of sweets or flowers,
usually left anonymously on neighbors' doorsteps (source: Wikipedia).

16



Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that
is observed in different forms throughout the world,
and Mother’s Day 2018 occurs on Sunday, May 13, in
the United States. The American incarnation of
Mother’s Day was created by Anna Jarvis in 1908 and
became an official U.S. holiday in 1914. While dates
and celebrations vary, Mother’s Day traditionally
involves presenting moms with flowers, cards and
other gifts.

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced
back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who held
festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and
Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for Mother’s
Day is the early Christian festival known as
“Mothering Sunday.” Once a major tradition in the
United Kingdom and parts of Europe, this celebration
fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and was originally
seen as a time when the faithful would return to their
“mother church”—the main church in the vicinity of
their home—for a special service.

Over time the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted into
a more secular holiday, and children would present
their mothers with flowers and other tokens of
appreciation. This custom eventually faded in
popularity before merging with the American Mother’s
Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as
a result of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, daughter of Ann
Reeves Jarvis. Following her mother’s 1905 death,
Anna Jarvis conceived of Mother’s Day as a way of
honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their
children. After gaining financial backing from a

17



Philadelphia department store owner named John
Wanamaker, in May 1908 she organized the first
official Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist church
in Grafton, West Virginia. That same day also saw
thousands of people attend a Mother’s Day event at
one of Wanamaker’s retail stores in Philadelphia.

Following the success of her first Mother’s Day,
Jarvis—who remained unmarried and childless her
whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the
national calendar. Arguing that American holidays
were biased toward male achievements, she started a
massive letter writing campaign to newspapers and
prominent politicians urging the adoption of a special
day honoring motherhood.

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had
adopted Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and
Jarvis had established the Mother’s Day International
Association to help promote her cause. Her persistence
paid off in 1914, when President Woodrow Wilson
signed a measure officially establishing the second
Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

At times, Mother’s Day has also been a date for
launching political or feminist causes. In 1968 Coretta
Scott King, wife of Martin Luther King Jr., used
Mother’s Day to host a march in support of
underprivileged women and children. In the 1970s,
women’s groups also used the holiday as a time to
highlight the need for equal rights and access to
childcare (source: HISTORY.com)

18


https://www.history.com/topics/coretta-scott-king
https://www.history.com/topics/coretta-scott-king
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr

Thanks a Heap!
Thanks b é

-Our pie ladies who have been in at least once a week
preparing for the busy market season, and Mary Jane Bliven
for cleaning and organizing for the baking to begin. Also, Pat
Danley, Janetha Sander, Sue Pianka, Sue Trapp, Melanie
Ouellette, and Jamie Towle-Weicksel.

-Our sexton, Charlotte Melia, for spring cleaning as we
prepare to return to worship.

-All who assist with the children’s video education Sundays:
Jason Lautzenheiser and Debra Janda who deliver packets,
The Pelletier family, the children who did a skit for April 18"
(Natalie, Avery, and Violet), and Gabbie who helped
Grandma Mary prepare activities.

-Brian Hager for all of his technical and engineering skills for
videos, the web site and trustees.

-Michelle Macina for the special music on April 18™.
-All who donated to One Great Hour of Sharing.
-Everyone who donated to Care and Share in April.

-Every person and family that did an Earth Day activity
caring for God’s Earth.

-All assisting with the return to worship.
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MayBi rt hdays e
Levi Melia
Lori Huckle

1

3

4 Jenny Watrous
7 Debra Coats

8
1

Lori Rossier
1 Jen Gadaree
12 Pat Turner
13 Karen Dobley, Maggie Welch
15 Kathryn Noonan
16 William Millar, Sean Welch
17 David Pianka
19 Mickey Thaxton
21 Erik Nelson
23 Douglas Bliven, Kim Gadaree, Kay Lautzenheiser
26 Brian Piela
28 Olivia Bossie, Hope Burnside, Josh Taylor

29 Mary Bliven, Pippa Thaxton

éand Anniver sa

3 Tom & Maya Bhat Evans
Joe and Kris Serwinksi; John &
5 Beth Thompson
7 Thurlow & Merry Coats
11 John & Agnes Terrill
14 Betsy & Ruben Alvarez
16 David & Lynne McCue
17 Mac & Pat Turner
19 Steven & Carrie Bossie

23 Ken & Sue Stevens
26 Arthur & Karen Dobley

If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are corrections to
be made, please notify the Church Office at (860) 535-0379.
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